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Special promotion: HorSe HealtH

The healThy 
horse life
How can you tell if your horse is healthy, or if he could use some extra care? Jennifer Zoller, 
PhD, is an extension horse specialist at Texas Agrilife Extension and creator of the Texas 
Horse Help mobile app, a free resource to equine professionals and horse enthusiasts in 
Texas. She lists several markers that indicate your horse’s health status.

Body condition score 
Zoller says the body condition score is the 
first thing to look for when assessing 
health. To check body condition, do a 
visual and tactile appraisal of the fat cover 
over six anatomical points on the horse: 
along the neck, behind the shoulder, over 
the ribs, over the withers, across the back 
and around the tailhead. After evaluating 
fat cover, Zoller says a numerical score is 
assigned, from 1 (emaciated) to 9 (obese).

“A good rule of thumb is that if the ribs 
can be seen or easily felt, then the horse is 
a body condition score of 4 or less; if the 
ribs cannot be seen or easily felt, then the 
horse is a BCS of 5 or greater,” Zoller says. 
“Ideally, horses should be at a body 
condition score of 5 to 6. This indicates the 

horse is receiving enough energy in the 
diet to maintain a healthy amount of fat, 
which is the horse’s reserve form of energy.”

Horses at a BCS of 4 or less are receiving 
inadequate nutrition and are subsequently 
more susceptible to fatigue and disease, 
says Zoller. Horses at a BCS of 8 or 9 could 
potentially develop metabolic disease, and 
are susceptible to debilitating lameness.

Haircoat 
A shiny haircoat can be indicative of 
digestive health and a good nutritional 
program, says Zoller. She says horses 
with a rough haircoat could be suffering 
from internal parasites or their diets 
could be deficient in energy balance or 
protein quality.

“Amino acids are the building 
blocks of proteins, and the horse has 
specific requirements for some amino 
acids that cannot be synthesized in 
the body, such as lysine,” Zoller says. 
“Proteins are important for tissue 
growth, including muscle, hair and 
hooves. If the diet is poor in protein 
quality, i.e., deficient in lysine, then 
this could be reflected by a rough 
haircoat and poor hoof growth.”

If you suspect an internal parasite 
problem, Zoller recommends asking 
your veterinarian to perform a fecal 
egg count to determine what 
parasites need to be treated and 
which medication would be the most 
effective. 
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Vital signs
It’s good to check your horse’s tempera-
ture, pulse and respiration regularly. 
Zoller says a horse’s normal signs at rest 
are: temperature taken rectally is 99 to 
101 degrees Fahrenheit; normal pulse is 
28 to 44 beats per minute; and normal 
respiration is 10 to 24 breaths per 
minute. An elevated temperature, pulse 
or respiration could indicate that the 
horse is suffering from disease or 
discomfort.

Zoller also recommends checking for 
frequent gut sounds, which indicate that 
material is moving appropriately through 
the digestive tract.

“A lack of regular gut sounds is a serious 
problem, and should be addressed by a 
veterinarian immediately,” Zoller says.

Manure
Your horse’s manure can tell a story about 
his health. Zoller says manure should be 
moist, round balls.

“If it is dry, that could indicate dehydra-
tion,” Zoller says. “Loose manure can 
indicate digestive upset caused by a change 
in feed source, or parasites or disease.”

DeMeanor
“It would be great if horses could tell us 
when they’re not feeling up to snuff, and 
really, if we pay attention to their body 
language, they can communicate exactly 
that,” Zoller says.

A typical healthy horse will be energetic, 
responsive and alert, she says. If your 
horse is lethargic, hangs his head low and 
has “airplane ears” he could be feeling 
unwell. If he’s agitated, kicking at his belly, 
and constantly lying down and rising, 
these are signs he’s uncomfortable and 
could be suffering from colic.

“Ill behavior can also be indicative of 
pain elsewhere,” Zoller says. “For example, 
a horse that constantly throws his head 
and is ill-mannered while being ridden 
could be suffering from pain in his mouth. 
Or if he’s sensitive about having his ears 
touched, he could have a parasite in the 
ear, causing discomfort.

"The important thing is to know what 
your horse’s ‘normal’ is and act accord-
ingly if he deviates from that.”

Following are some products curated to 
help you keep your horse healthy and happy, 
from feeds to bedding fresheners, shampoo 
to fly spray, and everything in between.

special proMotion

goldenwingsHorseshoes
GoldenwingsHorseshoes are a unique new 
horseshoe ideal for any type of horse, perform-
ing any type of task. Lightweight and flexible, 
these shoes provide protection of the entire 
hoof while flexing with impact and providing 
support for the entire horse, hoof to spine. The 
shoe is designed to expose the frog, allowing for 
traction, grip and blood circulation in the hoof.  
These shoes are intended to be rasped to fit the 
hoof after installation. They provide a heat 
shield from hot terrain and may assist in 
rehabilitation toward improved soundness. 
goldenwingshorseshoes.com
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CUTS. ROPE BURNS.  
SADDLE WOUNDS. AND MORE...

We got this

Consumer and Retailer: LIMIT ONE (1) COUPON PER PURCHASE OF 
SPECIFIED PRODUCT AND QUANTITY STATED. NOT TO BE COMBINED 
WITH ANY OTHER COUPON(S). LIMIT OF TWO (2) IDENTICAL COUPONS 
IN SAME SHOPPING TRIP. Void if expired, reproduced, altered, copied, sold, 
purchased, transferred, or exchanged to any person, firm, or group prior to store 
redemption, or where prohibited or restricted by law. Any other use constitutes 
fraud. Consumer: You pay any sales tax. Retailer: Innovacyn will reimburse you 
for the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling if submitted in accordance with 
Innovacyn Coupon Redemption Policy (available upon request). Mail coupons to: 
Inmar Dept #18582, Innovacyn, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840. Cash value 
1/100¢. No cash back if coupon value exceeds selling price. Valid only in the USA.

$3.00 OFF Any ONE (1) Vetericyn Plus® or  
Vetericyn FoamCare® Shampoo product

EXPIRES: DECEMBER 31, 2019MANUFACTURER’S COUPON

Made in the USA  |  vetericyn.com

Visit vetericyn.com to buy online or find a store near you!

  Help heal wounds & sores
   Treat ringworm, girth itch, & fungal disorders
  Clean coat & condition skin
  Money-back guarantee
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Platinum Performance GI
Platinum Performance GI is a supplement for 
equine wellness and performance with 
digestive care. It is ideal for horses that are in 
competition, are traveling, or have digestive 
health concerns, difficulty maintaining weight, 
diarrhea, loose stools or are receiving antibiotic 
or NSAID therapy. This veterinary-developed 
formula provides a gastrointestinal-focused 
approach to total equine health by providing 
omega-3 fatty acids, antioxidants, vitamins, 
trace minerals, along with Bio-Sponge, 
prebiotics, probiotics and glutamine to support 
digestion, immunity and feed efficiency. 
Available in sizes from 10 to 135 pounds. 
platinumperformance.com/horses

Standlee Premium Western Forage
Horse Fresh 
Standlee Premium Western Forage Horse Fresh is an 
all-natural bedding enhancer made of granular zeolite, 
which can be used with bedding materials such as 
shavings, straw, paper or other bedding. Horse Fresh 
eliminates harmful compounds and reduces moisture, 
creating a comfortable, dry and nearly odor-free living 
area easily and sustainably. It is also recommended for 
livestock, chickens, ducks, game birds, rabbits, pigs, 
dogs, cats and other small animals. Additionally, used 
bedding and Horse Fresh is ideal for composting. 
Available in 25-pound bags.
standleeforage.com/products/horse-fresh

Triple Crown Feeds with EquiMix
EquiMix—exclusive to Triple Crown—is at the core of all Triple Crown horse feed. 
EquiMix includes prebiotics and probiotics that help maintain a healthy gut, minerals 
to help improve structural soundness, bioavailability, palatability, and protein and 
energy utilization; and enzymes and fats to maximize digestion and absorption of fats. 
EquiMix now includes ButiPearl Z EQ to support immunity and gut health. Feeds are 
available in 50-pound bags in a variety of formulas to fit the specific nutritional 
requirements of any horse. triplecrownfeed.com/find-a-dealer

WHMMG_191000_048_SAS.indd   51 8/22/19   10:16:49 AM

THE 
PERFECT 

HORSE®

Total Health of the Horse” 

(877) 357-7187
ThePerfectHorse.net

MICRO-NUTRIENTS
FOR HORSES

With Crystalloid Electrolyte 
Sea Minerals Added
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• Greater wet spot coverage 
  means GREATER Odor Control 
• Smaller particles means 
  FASTER Ammonia Capture
• Powder delivers OPTIMAL 
  Effectiveness and 
     SUPERIOR Value

#1 Stall Deodorizer, 35 Years & Counting.

For more info and a dealer near you:

800.367.1534
www.sweetpdz.com

Also available in 
GRANULAR

25 lb. & 40 lb. Bags
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tough1 Feed scoop with measurements
from Jt international
This is a feed room must. The Tough1 Feed 
Scoop is the perfect poly feed scoop with 
easy-to-read measurements on the side showing 
weight measurements: ½ pound to 3 pounds of 
pellets, ½ pound to 2½ pounds of sweet feed and 
½ pound to 2 pounds of oats. The scoop includes 
a flat bottom that can be placed on surfaces 
without tipping over, an easy-grip handle, and a 
new design to avoid any feed spilling while 
scooping. It is made of durable material to 
withstand barn life. Price is $7.88. jtdist.com

professional’s choice VentecH
elite sports medicine Boots
The original Sports Medicine Boot is a 
full support boot offering 360 degrees of 
protection as well as support to the 
suspensory system. Made with VenTECH 
technology, these lightweight boots 
feature a breathable neoprene lining that 
prevents overheating of the leg muscles 
by allowing heat and moisture to escape. 
The VenTECH Elite Sports Medicine 
Boots also features a newly contoured 
cut that conforms to the horse’s leg for an 
enhanced fit that locks out dirt. Available 
in three styles and 29 colors and patterns. 
profchoice.com

tlc animal nutrition
equi-Bone
Equi-Bone allows the equine body to use 
calcium more effectively, and may be fed 
anytime you need to support healthy 
bone development. It is concentrated for 
bone and joint, but also provides daily 
supplement requirements and may be 
fed anytime you need to improve 
circulation. Now available in a 30-pound 
pail of powder or 42-pound bag of pellets; 
both last about two months for one 
horse. tlcanimalnutrition.com

equi-pak Hoof packing by Vettec
Vettec’s Equi-Pak Hoof Packing product 
can be used as a pad or packing material, 
as the liquid urethane bonds directly 
onto the sole and frog and sets in 30 
seconds. It can be used with or without a 
shoe and provides support and protec-
tion for thin-soled, flat-footed horses, 
absorbing shock and concussion. There 
is no hand mixing, no waste, and it is 
impervious to debris and moisture. 
Equi-Pak Hoof Packing can be purchased 
through local farriers and veterinary 
supply stores. vettec.com
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Tough1 Thick Gum Rubber
Slip-on Bell Boots from  
JT International
These extra-thick rubber gum bell boots 
are designed to prevent horses from 
brushing or banging and overreaching. 
They’re twice the thickness of normal  
bell boots at the bottom, ⅜-inch thick, 
providing your horse added protection 
from interference. Easy-stretch tops 
make putting boots on and taking them 
off simple. The are available in medium, 
large and x-large, and sold in pairs. Price 
is $16.88. jtdist.com

StaySTRONG 33
by ADM Animal Nutrition
ADM’s ration balancer, StaySTRONG 33, 
is formulated for today’s horses using the 
latest scientific research. Part of ADM’s 
Forage First program, StaySTRONG 33 
utilizes GROSTRONG Minerals, guaran-
teed amino acid levels, prebiotics and 
direct-fed microbes to bridge the gap left 
from forage. By adding StaySTRONG 33 
as a top dress or as the sole concentrate, 
you can ensure all of your horse’s vitamin, 
mineral, and amino acid needs are met. 
StaySTRONG 33 is specifically designed 
to be used for all classes and ages of 
horses. Available at your local feed store, 
True Value and Do It Best stores. 
admanimalnutrition.com

Equithrive GUT Pellets
Equithrive GUT Pellets are formulated for 
complete GI support, from foregut to 
hindgut. This product contains therapeu-
tic doses of probiotics, prebiotics, and 
essential nutrients to support the growth 
of beneficial gut bacteria, reduce 
inflammation and oxidative stress, 
improve digestion and maintain proper 
pH levels throughout the GI tract. It’s an 
easy-to-feed addition to the daily diet for 
horses of all ages and breeds. Available in 
a one-month and three-month supply, 
starting at $74.99. equithrive.com
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calf-manna from manna pro
For generations—90 years this year—
Calf-Manna has provided performance-
enhancing nutrition that helps animals 
reach peak condition. Calf-Manna 
delivers a wide range of benefits to all life 
stages, from horses, cattle, rabbits and 
goats to poultry, swine and deer. 
Calf-Manna enhances the nutritional 
value of any feed, and it’s an excellent 
source of protein for growth. This 
supplement is highly digestible to keep 
animals on feed during times of stress, 
and adds sheen to their skin and coat. 
Available in 50-pound, 25-pound and 
10-pound bags. mannapro.com

sweet pDZ Horse stall refresher
Sweet PDZ Horse Stall Refresher’s Powder formula 
is a unique stall-deodorizing product. While both 
powder and granular products are excellent at 
neutralizing ammonia and waste odors, thanks to 
its all-natural premium grade zeolite mineral, the 
powder particles’ minute size allow for a faster 
and more thorough odor neutralization. Sweet 
PDZ Horse Stall Refresher has been freshening 
stalls for more than 35 years, and it’s safe and 
effective to use in all livestock and pet habitats. 
Find it in thousands of feed and farm supply retail-
ers across the United States. sweetpdz.com

eZall Bathing Kit
from Weaver leather
Save time, money and effort with eZall’s 
plant-based equine cleansers. In less than 
five minutes, the eZall Foamer and Total 
Body Wash lift dirt and dead skin from 
your horse’s hair coat without stripping 
beneficial natural oils. eZall products are 
made with biodegradable formulas derived 
from natural resources. The Starter 
Bathing Kit ($35.49) includes foamer, hose 
nozzle, nine-position spray attachment, 
and 4-ounce bottle of eZall Total Body 
Wash Green super concentrate that makes 
32 ounces of body wash. ridethebrand.com
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The Rancher

WOOL - 100% Pure Wool
SOFTNESS - No Break-in Time
PROTECTION - Eliminates Sore Backs
DURABILITY - 2000+ Hours of Riding

32” x 32” • 1 1/8” thick

The Vaquero Cinch

Saddle Pad
Cleaner & Soak

100% All-Natural Mohair
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Smart & Simple Aloe Vera Pellets
from SmartPak
Smart & Simple Aloe Vera Pellets offer equine 
stomach support to help keep gastric tissues 
healthy. This formula provides 1,200 milligrams of 
powdered aloe vera gel extract, known for its 
soothing benefit for gastric tissues. CertifiedPlus 
Aloe Vera Gel Powder 200x is a highly concen-
trated form of high-quality aloe vera gel. These 
convenient, mess-free pellets contain no added 
sugar. Available in Daily Dose SmartPaks starting 
at $19.82 and in a 1.9-pound bag for $41.62. 
smartpak.com

Vetericyn FoamCare
Shampoo for Horses
FoamCare Equine Shampoos are developed to 
spray right onto the horse without the need for 
hose attachments or wasting product. FoamCare 
is specifically designed for equine coats and 
optimizes shine, conditioning and coat heath. It 
sprays on for quick coverage, foams up instantly, 
conditions skin as it cleans and rinses easily. 
Choose from LuxShine blend for a long-lasting, 
show-worthy shine; or medicated blend to treat 
ringworm, girth itch, scratches, dry and itchy skin 
and other fungal disorders. Available in a 
32-ounce spray bottle. vetericyn.com
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GOLDENWINGSHORSESHOES.COM

Hoof Flexes to 
the Terrain 

Allow the FROG to do its JOB! 

Reduce of strain 
leverage on 

suspensory ligaments, 
pastern, tendon, shins, 
knees, hocks, stifl es, 
shoulders, hips and 

back!

Solving 
lameness from 
the hoof to the 

spine

PROBLEM 
SOLVERS
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The perfect Horse crystal Flakes
The Perfect Horse is an aquatic plant that 
grows wild in Klamath Lake, Oregon. 
Once harvested, crystalloid electrolyte 
sea minerals are added and the supple-
ment is dried to a light flake. The Perfect 
Horse has been shown to encourage the 
regeneration of damaged hoof tissues 
related to hoof problems such as 
laminitis, shelly feet, cracks, keratomas, 
thrush and white line disease. Purchase 
at theperfecthorse.net.

equilibrium products massage pad 
from World equestrian Brands
The Equilibrium Massage Pad is 
lightweight and portable, and works to 
stimulate the muscles on your horse’s 
back by pulsing, vibrating and stroking 
the muscles. Choose from three easily 
adjusted programs to customize the 
intensity of the massage. The pad is 
battery-operated for 30-minute sessions. 
It is clinically proven to improve back 
flexibility and relaxation, and rider 
feedback notes improvement in the 
horse’s back suppleness. It is ideal for 
routine maintenance, before training as 
part of warm-up or after riding to help 
with toxin removal. Price is $495. 
worldequestrianbrands.com ■

The rancher saddle pad by 5 star 
equine products & supplies
The Rancher 5 Star Saddle Pad is 
specially engineered for ropers, ranchers 
and for long trail rides. Designed to be 
used alone, the super thick 1⅛-inch 100 
percent pure antimicrobial wool 
eliminates double padding and reduces 
excess cinching. These pads are hand-

made in Hatfield, Arkansas. The square-skirt style is available in four sizes; natural or black 
wool; and is fully customizable with wear leathers, embroidery, spots and more. Prices 
start at $279.95. Purchase from an authorized dealer or at 5starequineproducts.com. Clean 
with 5 Star Saddle Pad Cleaner & Soak. 
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BUY 1, SAVE $2.00 
on any bagged or compressed bale product

Visit standleeforage.com/coupons for  
this offer and others. Coupon required  
at purchase to receive offer.

September 1st to  
October 31st

Proud sponsor of:

standleeforage.com

BUY 1, SAVE $2.00 

SAVE WITH 
STANDLEE

FALL INTO
FORAGE
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In your line of work, there’s no room for error. At Vettec, we feel the same way. 
That’s why we rigorously test every product in our high-quality hoof care line. 
So you can be sure they work they way they should to keep your animals 
healthy, comfortable and productive.  Vettec.com/works
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