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SPECIAL PROMOTION: EQUINE EDUCATION

EXPAND YOUR WORLD
Many important skills can be learned simply by being around horses and ranching. But there are also 
benefits to enrolling in a structured educational program designed to increase your knowledge of these 
topics. Jim Bret Campbell is the executive director at the National Ranching Heritage Center, with years of 
experience in equine and ranching organizations. He shared four reasons why seeking higher education in 
the horse industry is a good idea.

1. CAREER PREPARATION
Campbell says many equestrian pro-
grams can well prepare students to work 
in the equine field.

“The big advantage to continuing your 
education is it allows you to improve 
your technical skills and knowledge in 
multiple areas within the horse industry,” 
he says.

 
2. NETWORKING
The horse world is a small one, and 
working through a good educational 
program can help you form relationships 
that can enhance your career.

“Equine higher education programs 
allow you to build your network within 
the industry,” Campbell says. “I think 

that’s a huge advantage when you’re going 
out and looking for job opportunities.”

  
3. HEAD START 
Diving into an educational course or 
degree program allows you to experience 
different facets of the equine and 
ranching world without committing to a 
career right away. Conversely, if you’re 
locked into a job, it can be tough to 
choose another direction.

“There are so many facets to this 
industry,” Campbell says. “Do you want 
to work with younger horses? Train at 
the highest end of a particular disci-
pline? The direction you can go isn’t the 
same for everyone. So education allows 
you to evaluate your options, see what 

is out there and find the path that fits 
you best.”

 
4. HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
Some programs offer practical experi-
ence in the field, whether you’re trim-
ming hooves or pregnancy checking 
cattle, which can give you crucial 
experience future jobs may require.

“There’s nothing like being able to interact 
with horses on a daily basis, learning from a 
quality instructor and gaining that feel for 
yourself—whether you’re going into the 
technical side of working within the 
industry or dealing with horses on an 
everyday basis,” Campbell says. “There’s 
nothing that can replace hands-on experi-
ence and instruction.”

Graham School For Livestock Men and Women

For 111 years, the Garnett, Kansas-based Graham School for Livestock Men and Women has provided hands-on experience 
and education on managing cattle to ranchers, future ranchers, dairymen and veterinary students. The school’s five-day 
program is offered once a month, year-round, and includes classroom work and on-the-ranch learning working with 
animals. Topics include pregnancy testing, artificial insemination, calf delivery, vaccinating procedures and more. Graduates 
gain a certificate of achievement and valuable knowledge and experience from instructors with a lifetime of ranching 
experience and education. grahamschoolforcattlemen.com
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Wyoming School  
of Horseshoeing

The Wyoming School of Horseshoeing located at Terry Bison 
Ranch in Cheyenne offers 2-, 4- and 8-week farrier courses 
that teach equine anatomy, the art of shoeing horses and 
how to forge your own shoes. Students will learn on 
up-to-date equipment and tools, in a modern classroom 
environment and with a variety of horses. The school’s 
8-week program was just approved for the G.I. Bill—food 
and lodging separate—and can now accept veterans. 
Lodging and meal plans are included in the regular pro-
grams. wyomingschoolofhorseshoeing.com

Feather River College
Nestled in the Sierra Nevada Mountains in Quincy, California, 

Feather River College offers an intensive, hands-on approach for 
students preparing for a career in the horse or cattle industry. 

Areas of focus for bachelor’s and associate’s degrees include 
ranch and equine management, horse training, rodeo, 

pack skills, and agriculture. Students in the program experience 
everything from working with foals to producing a horse sale. 
The college also has a herd of registered Angus cattle. Feather 

River College hosts clinics with notable clinicians and its rodeo 
team is nationally ranked. frc.edu/equinestudies
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OF RANCHING.
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For more than half a century, TCU’s renowned 
Ranch Management program has given students     
an edge in agricultural resource success. This 
unique nine-month intensive program equips 
graduates with real-world strategies as producers 
and land stewards in changing times.

RANCH MANAGEMENTRANCH MANAGEMENT

Space is limited. Visit ranch.tcu.edu or call 817-257-7145.
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Central Wyoming College

Central Wyoming College in Riverton, Wyoming, offers degrees in 
equine management and equine science, as well as certificates in 
management, farrier science, teaching riding and equine training 
in English and Western disciplines. Students can go on to careers 

in fields such as equine nutrition, horse training, riding instruc-
tion, broodmare management, equine event production, equine 
sales and farrier work. Students can participate in the collegiate 

ranch horse team, and boarding is available for student horses at 
the equine facility. cwc.edu/equine
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Texas Christian University

Texas Christian University is 
located in Fort Worth, Texas. The 
four-year university offers several 
options for aspiring ranchers, 
including a certification in Ranch 
Management and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in the same field. The 
school focuses its education on 
beef cattle production, emphasiz-
ing resource management based 
on economics and ecology. After 
completing their TCU education, 
students go on to work on ranches, 
based on their experience level. 
They also work at feed yards, 
banks, as commodity brokers and 
landmen. tcu.edu ■

University of  
Montana Western

Located in Dillon, Montana, the 
University of Montana Western 
implements an innovative 
experiential approach to 
working with horses called 
Experience One (X1). Montana 
Western is the only U.S. public 
university offering this unique 
block scheduling pro-
gram where students take one 
course at a time for 18 

days, then start the next. As America’s only college offering a four-year bachelor degree in 
natural horsemanship, plans include Bachelor’s and Associate’s degrees in natural horseman-
ship complemented by optional areas, including management, psychology, science and 
instruction. Other degree plans focus on business administration, equine studies and equine 
management. Umwestern.edu.

Canyonview  
Equestrian College

Located in Silverton, 
Oregon, Canyonview 
Equestrian College is 
a non-profit Christian 
horsemanship college 
founded in 1994. 
This licensed trade school 
consists of a two-year 
resident work-study pro-
gram combining Bible 
courses  with in-depth 
equine studies and hands-

on equine courses. Graduates will be equipped to successfully manage, train and teach in 
a variety of equestrian settings. Participants in the program ride in hunt seat, dressage 
and Western disciplines that include reining and cutting. Horses are provided, or 
students can bring their own. canyonviewequestrian.org
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NH
The University of Montana Western o� ers 

the nation’s only four year Natural 
Horsemanship degree.  

Earn a two or four year degree at our
 state-of-the-art facility while pursuing 

your passion for horses.

Choose from four exciting options 
o� ered by the Equine Studies Department 

to give you the foundation for a career 
in the equine industry: management, 

psychology, science or instruction.

Call 877-683-7331 for more 
information today!

Don’t miss our Montana Western Colt 
Challenge & Sale, March 27-28, 2020 

in Dillon, Montana. 

STUDY NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP

ONE COURSE AT A TIME
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