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SPECIAL PROMOTION: HORSE SALES

SHOP SMART
For summer and fall ranch horse sale season, think about 
shopping smart. Following are 10 tips based on advice from 
three savvy horsemen: Roger Daly of Roger Daly Performance 
Horses in Aubrey, Texas; John Snyder of Colorado State Univer-
sity’s equine sciences program and Legends of Ranching Sale; 
and Joe Stricklin, DVM, a team roper from Greeley, Colorado. 

1.  Research horses before the sale and have in mind what you want in conformation 
and pedigree.

2.  Come with a list of horses to look at, and your budget set. 

3.  Be direct with consignors about what you’re looking for and ask questions.

4.  Watch the horse under saddle. If there’s a preview, don’t miss it.

5.  Watch horses you’re interested in walk and move, and how they act while 
being haltered and led. It tells a lot about temperament and possible soreness.

6.  Visit prospective horses at an odd time. Notice how a horse reacts to strangers, 
and how it acts when alone, especially in a strange sale barn.

7.  Get advice from knowledgeable friends, trainers or veterinarians you know. If you’ve 
never bid before, ask an agent or experienced friend to help.

8.  Make a short list of horses to see again—you’ll notice different things the 
second time.

9.  Be honest with yourself. Don’t buy too much horse—be realistic about your 
abilities and what you need.

10.  Place a premium on personality. A big, soft eye and good temperament might be 
worth much more than a beautiful horse with pinned ears.
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Twombly Performance  
Horse Sale
July 24–25, 2020
Cheyenne, Wyoming
At the Twombly Performance Horse 
Sale, 35 percent of the sales go to 
repeat buyers! Twombly horses are 
confident, willing partners that love to 
please. They are ridden through rugged 
country and steep canyons. Prospec-
tive buyers can visit the ranch and try 
them before the sale. 

The Twombly Performance Horse 
Sale is held during the world-famous 
Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo, in 
front of the Cheyenne Depot Museum 
at 5:30 p.m. July 25. You can expect to 
see pretty, colorful, broke perfor-
mance horses. The preview will be 
held at the Laramie County Fair-
grounds at 6 p.m. Friday, July 24, and 
you can meet the horses the day of 
the sale at the fairgrounds, at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, July 25. 

All horses in the sale are ridden 
at Coyote Slide Ranch by the 
Twombly family, which has more 
than 140 years' experience riding 
performance horses.

Videos of the horses are available 
online at twomblyhorse.com before 
the sale, showcasing the horses 
pasture and arena riding, as well as 
reining ability. Twombly sales are 
known to have a few horses so well 
broke that they can be ridden without 
a bridle. The sale will feature trail, 
ranch and reining horses. 

Mark your calendars for the company's 
Las Vegas, Nevada, sale in December 
during the National Finals Rodeo.

For more information: Twombly 
Performance Horses on Facebook and 
Twitter;  twomblyhorse.com; 308-783-
1866; twomblyhorse@gmail.com.

Open Box Rafter Ranch  
Production Sale
September 12, 2020
Rapid City, South Dakota
Open Box Rafter Ranch is an authentic 
working cattle and horse ranch owned 
and operated by Jim and Joni Hunt, 
along with their seven children. The 
ranch’s 27th annual sale will be held 
September 12 at the Central States 
Fairgrounds in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, off Interstate 90. The sale 

begins at 1 p.m. Mountain Standard 
Time, and the preview starts at 10 a.m.

Buyers can expect approximately 90 
head of registered Quarter Horses 
featuring hard-to-find bloodlines and 
a rich cowboy heritage. Each year, sale 
goers can find quality prospects, 
proven performance bloodlines and 
exceptional broodmares—including 
broodmares from the heart of the 
OBRR program—as well as stallion 
and arena prospects. Serious horse-
men, breeders, recreational riders, 
competitors, ranchers and youth alike 
can find a prospect that fits them, 
with a lot of color and variety in the 
offering—buckskins, palominos, duns, 
roans, bays and sorrels with chrome! 
Many of the ranch’s broodmares are 
granddaughters of Quarter Horse 
legends Sugar Bars and Colonel Freck-
les. Stallions standing on the ranch 
are sons of sires such as Fire Water 
Flit, Dr Nick Bar, Sun Frost, Special 
Effort and Frenchmans Guy, and 
grandsons of greats including Flit Bar 
and Orphan Drift.

For more information: Call the ranch 
at 605-538-4450; rafterranch.com.
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Van Norman and Friends  
Production Sale
September 18–19, 2020
Elko, Nevada
Raised in the rocks and ridden on 
the ranch, horses offered in the Van 
Norman & Friends Production Sale 
include approximately 90 head of 
cow-bred horses featuring approxi-
mately 50 head under saddle. In its 
24th year, the sale offers an out-
standing selection of proven ranch 
horses as well as breeding and show 
prospects from several of the Great 
Basin’s most iconic ranch breeding 
programs. Most modern and many 
traditional working ranch and 
performance bloodlines are 
represented.

Sale previews and the auction will 
be livestreamed by liveauctions.tv 
and on Facebook and YouTube. 
Online and telephone bidding will 
be available.

For more information: Linda 
Bunch at mrsbunch@rtci.net, 
775-756-6508 or 775-934-7404; 
vannormansale.com.

WYO Quarter Horse Fall Sale
September 19, 2020
Thermopolis, Wyoming
The WYO Fall Sale will feature broke 
geldings as well as home-raised 
2-year-olds, yearlings and weanlings 
from the Bartlett/Smith breeding 
programs. Approximately 40 geld-
ings, all selected for soundness, 
structure and color, will be offered. 
H.B. “Woody” Bartlett will have 25 
quality, home-raised 2-year-olds, all 
started under saddle. In addition, 
yearlings and weanling fillies will  
be offered.

This event is the 20th annual fall 
sale featuring the large selection of 
young stock and broke geldings from 
a family-run operation. Bill Smith and 
Woody Bartlett partnered up 20 years 
ago to bring to the public ranch-
raised horses. The goal is to offer a set 
of quality, young, sound broke 
geldings and prospects with color. 
They are carefully bred and selected 
for disposition and soundness.

For more information: 307-864-5671 
or 307-272-0593; wyohorses.com. 
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