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SPECIAL PROMOTION: EQUINE EDUCATION

IN THE FIELD
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Higher education programs prepare students for careers in the horse industry by increasing 
knowledge, offering hands-on experience and networking with other students, instructors and 
professionals. Before selecting a particular program, however, it’s a good idea for students to 
consider what they want to do so they can find a program tailored to their career path. 

Carla Wennberg, International Horse Shows Association Equestrian Coach and Instructor at 
St. Andrews University in North Carolina, has spent the majority of her career coaching stu-
dents in horsemanship and horse judging, as well as helping them determine their career 
direction. She offers three tips for students choosing a career.

1. Seek internships. “I’ve found internships in fields of 
interest to be the best key for students to discover what 

they want to do when they graduate,” says Wennberg. “They 
also get to network with professionals in that field and it could 
lead to future job opportunities.” 

However, she adds, students shouldn’t  be disappointed if 
their internships don’t go well. 

“It’ll probably teach them more about what direction they 
want to go,” she explains. “You have to make mistakes to be 
better. I swapped jobs a lot in my 20s before I realized I didn’t 
really want to be a horse trainer; I wanted to teach people to 
work with horses.” 

2. Consider goals and ethics. “Find a career path with 
goals and ethics that match your own,” advises 

Wennberg. “We find in this day and age more so than ever 
that people are very particular about finding the right 
group with which to work. If you have strong feelings, you 
need to find a group of people that support them and share 
the same goals and ethics.”

3. Assess strengths and weaknesses. “When we get to 
know students during their college years, we try to help 

them understand their strengths and weaknesses,” says 
Wennberg. “You have to be honest with yourself and capitalize 
on your strengths to find job opportunities.”
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For more than half a century, TCU’s renowned 
Ranch Management program has given students     
an edge in agricultural resource success. This 
unique nine-month intensive program equips 
graduates with real-world strategies as producers 
and land stewards in changing times.

RANCH MANAGEMENTRANCH MANAGEMENT

Space is limited. Visit ranch.tcu.edu or call 817-257-7145.

Agriculture, 
Equine Studies 
& Rodeo Programs

Associate of  Science 
Degree or Certification in:

~ Agriculture • Horse Training 
• Ranch • Rodeo • Pack Skills~

1-800-442-9799 ext 272
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Central Wyoming College 

Central Wyoming College in Riverton, Wyoming, offers two-year 
associate’s degrees in horse management and horse science, as 
well as certificates in facility management, farrier science, riding 
instruction, and training in English and Western disciplines. 
Through the school’s interactive programs, students can go on to 
find careers in fields such as equine nutrition, horse training, 
riding instruction, broodmare management, equine event 
production, equine sales and horseshoeing. Students can 
participate on the collegiate ranch horse team, and boarding is 
available for student horses at the equine facility. 

Contact: 307-855-2000; cwc.edu/equine

https://cwc.edu/equine/
https://www.frc.edu/agriculture-equine-studies
https://cse.tcu.edu/ranch-management/
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The University of Montana Western offers 
the nation’s only four year Natural 

Horsemanship degree.   

Earn a two or four year degree at our
 state-of-the-art facility while pursuing 

your passion for horses.

Choose from four exciting options 
offered by the Equine Studies Department 

to give you the foundation for a career 
in the equine industry: management, 

psychology, science or instruction. 

Call 877-683-7331 for more  
information today!

Don’t miss our Montana Western Colt  
Challenge & Sale, April 2-3, 2021 

in Dillon, Montana. 

STUDY NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP  

ONE COURSE AT A TIME

NH
Feather River College

Located in Northern California, Feather River College is 
known for its ranch facilities and hands-on, diverse Equine 
Studies Program where students can earn bachelor’s degrees 
in Equine and Ranch Management, associate degrees in 
Agriculture and Equine Studies, and certificates in horse 
training, ranch, rodeo and packing skills. Students have the 
opportunity to work with newborn foals, start young horses 
under saddle, sell horses at a live auction, lead a pack string 
of mules, participate on a ranch versatility show team or a 
champion rodeo team. 

Contact: 530-283-0202, extension 272; frc.edu 

Graham School for Livestock Men and Women

For 112 years, the Garnett, Kansas-based Graham School 
for Livestock Men and Women has provided hands-on 
experience and education on managing cattle to ranchers, 
future ranchers, dairymen and veterinary students. The 
school’s five-day program is offered once a month, year-
round, and includes classroom work and on-the-ranch 
learning while working with animals. Topics include preg-
nancy testing, artificial insemination, calf delivery, vacci-
nating procedures and more. Graduates gain a certificate 
of achievement and valuable knowledge and experience 
from instructors with a lifetime of ranching experience 
and education. 

Contact: grahamschoolforcattlemen.com

Otero Junior College

Founded in 1941, Otero Junior College is located in the heart 
of the Arkansas Valley, a thriving agricultural community in 
southeastern Colorado. OJC is proud of its reputation as a 
strong supporter of the local crop and livestock industries, 
with numerous degrees and certificate programs in agricul-
tural-related fields. In addition, students can be found work-
ing in many of today's high-demand careers, including fast-
growing STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) and healthcare careers. OJC is an accredited 
Hispanic Serving Institution and provides cutting edge edu-
cation that offers various two-year degrees and transfer 
degrees in preparation for four-year bachelor’s degree pro-
grams and workforce ready certificates. 

Contact: 719-384-6800; 1802 Colorado Ave., La Junta, CO 
81050;  information@ojc.edu; ojc.edu

https://www.frc.edu/agriculture-equine-studies
http://grahamschoolforcattlemen.com/
http://grahamschoolforcattlemen.com/
https://www.ojc.edu/
https://www.umwestern.edu/department/equine-studies/
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www.cwc.edu/equine 
307-855-2000 • Riverton, WY

TCU Ranch Management Program

The mission of the Ranch Management Program at Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas, is to prepare stu-
dents to manage a wide range of resources anywhere in the 
world on an economic and ecological basis. The focus is 
the business of ranching, but the principles taught are 
applicable to any type of enterprise. The program teaches 
time, resource and financial management, which are all 
important skills in today’s economy. It’s part of the mission 
at TCU Ranch Management to see that program graduates 
take with them confidence in their ability to be leaders in 
the agricultural industry. 

Contact: 817-257-7145; ranching@tcu.edu; ranch.tcu.edu

University of Montana Western

The Equine Studies Department at UMW in Dillon, Mon-
tana, offers the only bachelor’s degree in Natural Horse-
manship in the United States, with options in equine man-
agement, psychology, science and instruction. Courses 
combine real-world experience and the knowledge of 
working with a horse’s mind. UMW students are challenged 
to use problem-solving skills, and graduate with the ability 
to succeed in the equine industry. They are taught the “La 
Cense Method” of horsemanship developed by Mr. William 
Kriegel. This progressive, step-by-step process takes a pos-
itive and respectful approach that gradually builds trust 
and frees horses to be confident in anything they are asked 
to perform. 

Contact: 406-683-7348; eric.hoffmann@umwestern.edu;  
w.umwestern.edu/department/equine-studies/

Wyoming School of Horseshoeing

The Wyoming School of Horseshoeing, located at Terry 
Bison Ranch in Cheyenne, Wyoming, offers two-, four- and 
eight-week hands-on farrier programs. Students learn 
equine anatomy, the art of shoeing horses and how to forge 
shoes in a professional environment with modern equip-
ment and tools and a variety of horses. The school’s eight-
week program is approved for the GI Bill®. On-site lodging 
and meals are included in the cost of tuition for regular 
programs. 

Contact: 307-634-4171; wyomingschoolofhorseshoeing.com 
and Wyoming School of Horseshoeing on Facebook 

https://cwc.edu/equine/
https://cse.tcu.edu/ranch-management/
https://www.umwestern.edu/department/equine-studies/
http://wyomingschoolofhorseshoeing.com/
http://wyomingschoolofhorseshoeing.com/
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